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Is Gentrification another form of Segregation?
Introduction
	Gentrification is a process by which central urban neighborhoods that have experienced growth and economic decline undergo reversal and in-migration of a relatively rich, middle-  and upper-middle-class population[footnoteRef:1].  Gentrification is characterized by the renovation of the neighborhood houses and areas so that they can be attractive for business and other economic development-oriented activities.  Usually, it is the poor and low-class population that is replaced by this middle-class population. This process has been in place for a long time but recently gentrification has followed great immigrates from Asia and Latino. The immigration into the neighborhoods is characterized by increased housing demands and boosting of the local businesses.  Since its launch in 1960s gentrification has been a matter of controversy where some people believe that it is a bad thing and a method to bring about separation and discrimination. Others believe gentrification as a positive thing that brings about development and economic growth in these neighborhoods. It is a sociopathic system with no compassion. Gentrification has brought about hyper-gentrification. Some people believe that it is the use of cruelty to gain power. on the other hand, others believe that it is a way of bringing development into these neighborhoods. It is a way of making poor neighborhoods more comfortable to stay and racially integrated.  As Davidson puts it in the moral universe, gentrification is the social equivalent to second hand smoke, drifting social class across lines.The paper seeks to give an opinion in this case where I believe that gentrification is another form of segregation rather than a basic form of bringing development and growth.   [1:  Jackelyn Hwang, “How ‘Gentrification’ in American Cities Maintains Racial Inequality and Segregation,” Scholars Strategy Network, accessed May 5, 2019, https://scholars.org/brief/how-gentrification-american-cities-maintains-racial-inequality-and-segregation.] 

 	Many of the people that are displaced are the minorities in terms of race. They are displaced by white middle-class population.  I put this as Spike put in his speech; it is a “Christopher Columbus syndrome" where the middle-class population is taking places as they have discovered.  Also the whole process has a personality. A personality that has been adopted from its promoters, the process suffers from personality disorder. Like the people making the operation, they do not care where the displaced families will do[footnoteRef:2].  In addition, the middle-class population is taking places as though nothing has been happening in these neighborhoods. Most of them do not respect the culture if this places and are continually in complaining and are not appreciating the people's culture. For example, the newcomers of Carroll Gardens started complaining about the smell of roasting coffee at D'Amico, an Italian-American café that had been roasting coffee since 1948. In the threat of being closed, the D'Amico family was forced to spend money on upgrades a thing that was not really necessary[footnoteRef:3]. In this case, the new-comers did not bring about economic development but risked the growth of another business which has been in place for years.  In addition to economic separation, gentrification has brought about racial segregation[footnoteRef:4]. Research shows that the most affected groups are the minorities such as the Black Americans, Hispanics and the Latinos[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  Jeremiah Moss, “On Spike Lee & Hyper-Gentrification, the Monster That Ate New York,” Jeremiah’s Vanishing New York (blog), March 3, 2014, http://vanishingnewyork.blogspot.com/2014/03/on-spike-lee-hyper-gentrification.html.]  [3:  Moss.]  [4:  “(PDF) Neighborhood Diversity, Metropolitan Segregation, and Gentrification: What Are The Links in the US?” accessed May 5, 2019, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/248974345_Neighborhood_Diversity_Metropolitan_Segregation_and_Gentrification_What_Are_The_Links_in_the_US.]  [5:  Hwang, “How ‘Gentrification’ in American Cities Maintains Racial Inequality and Segregation.”] 

Gentrification smoke has increased segregation and inequality. Gentrification has as aimed at increasing changing the attractiveness of the neighborhood to ensure that they attracted more immigrants to the areas. However, categorically, the most preferred neighborhoods are those with majority whites,  blacks at the least and Asians and the Hispanics at the middle[footnoteRef:6]. This means that gentrification is done starting from the least preferred neighborhood to the most preferred. This brings about discrimination as a certain race will always be affected by the changes. The media is also blind to clearly tell what the people want. They edit people’s quotes to ensure they show the benefits of gentrification but not its short coming[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  Jackelyn Hwang, “Gentrification without Segregation: Race and Renewal in a Diversifying City,” n.d., 47.]  [7:  Moss, “On Spike Lee & Hyper-Gentrification, the Monster That Ate New York.”] 

	Further research shows that gentrification is associated with increased racial exposure between blacks and whites. Besides increased immigration was associated wish exposure between blacks and non-Hispanics and increased female-headed households[footnoteRef:8].In most cases when gentrification is done in these cities, the government and the mainstream Media choose to keep the occurrences as a secret. For example, when gentrification was done in San Francisco the matter was kept is silence and hidden from voters. In Francisco, the poor were the target.in his case segregating people in terms of their incomes[footnoteRef:9]. In addition to income segregation, people are divided in terms of their education. It is so because, when the poor are displaced from their environment, their children are forced to change school and others drop out of school. In this case they end up poor and uneducated which will always keep a gap between them and their peers who are from well-off families and educated[footnoteRef:10].    [8:  block report radio, “Gentrification, the New Form of Segregation,” San Francisco Bay View (blog), July 9, 2009, https://sfbayview.com/2009/07/gentrification-the-new-form-of-segregation/.]  [9:  Hwang, “How ‘Gentrification’ in American Cities Maintains Racial Inequality and Segregation.”
5 Herbert Douglas and Raymond “Is gentrification another form of segregaton?’’]  [10:  Elvin K Wyly and Daniel J Hammel, “Gentrification, Segregation, and Discrimination in the American Urban System,” Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space 36, no. 7 (July 2004): 1215–41, https://doi.org/10.1068/a3610.] 

	Gentrification involves the development of new housing, a new restaurant, new artistic avenue, new entertainment locales all meant for a new population different from the one the ones that populated the place before then. “Gentrification and displacement are virtually synonymous[footnoteRef:11].” Lance Freeman, a research by a professor of urban planning of Columbia showed that many people in neighborhoods experiencing gentrification do not move.  However, they are faced with expensive lives to leave so expensive lives beyond them[footnoteRef:12]. Living conditions in these areas improve but on the other hand it becomes more expensive. Eight years later the same Professor has no doubts that displacement occurs but describes it as an inevitable consequence of capitalism[footnoteRef:13]. Gentrification has been a way of the whites claiming back what they have been told is their birthrights. Most of these neighborhoods belonged to well-moneyed whites who established them. They were the Christopher Columbus of their times.   [11:  “Is Gentrification All Bad? -- New York Magazine - Nymag,” New York Magazine, accessed May 7, 2019, http://nymag.com/news/features/gentrification-2014-2/.]  [12:  “Is Gentrification All Bad?”]  [13:  “Is Gentrification All Bad?”] 


Conclusion
	Gentrification is a way of replacing the poor people from a neighborhood to make it more attractive to more well-off population. Though there are claims that it brings about development economic growth, gentrification has brought about racial discrimination and social discrimination. People have been separated in terms of their social economic status and race. People of color are the most affected followed by the Asians and the Hispanics. The whites have formed the larger group of the displacing populations and are always the advantaged ones. The occurrence has promoted segregation in greater impact than it has brought development. 
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